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NOTES AND QUERIES. 

•Rotes. 

What the Declabation of Fbateenalism Has Accomplished. By 
Edward Newton Haag. 

In response to the suggestion of the Librarian of the Historical So- 
ciety of Pennsylvania that I state, briefly, some of the things set forth 
and demanded in the Declaration of Fraternalism, adopted at Indepen- 
dence Hall, Philadelphia, on August 27, 1918, which have eventuated, it 
seems to me that the Society will be fulfilling the functions of its 
founders if it will, while it may yet be done, collect and collate the data 
of historical nature relative to this great meeting of the people and 
their representatives at the Shrine of American Freedom. 

These numbered many millions. Indeed, I believe that fully one-third 
of all the people of this country were allied directly or indirectly with 
the patriotic and fraternal societies, and people in general, who gathered 
at Independence Hall on that occasion and gave birth to the Declaration 
of Fraternalism, which sent its message to the uttermost parts of the 
earth, in the hour of world strife, which threatened civilization. 

This pronunciamento by the people of this country not only sets forth 
their deep-seated and well-matured views relative to the only terms on 
which they were willing that peace should be established with the enemy, 
but also how to take such constructive measures as, in their opinion, 
would be best calculated to bring peace, opportunity and happiness alike 
to coming generations, regardless of creed, color or nationality. 

In other words, they were determined that what for generations had 
been merely academic theories and discussions on these vital world mat- 
ters should be formulated in a demand with sufficient power and au- 
thority back of it to attain the desired result, regardless of the insidious, 
selfish forces which had ever hitherto been enabled to defeat and delay 
the desires and just rights of the great percentage of the people. 

The Declaration of Fraternalism sums up — or it was aimed that it 
should — the hopes of the long-suffering people who had borne the 
burdens and suffered the heart-breaks occasioned by the ever-recurring 
conflicts at arms, growing more terrible and expensive all the while until 
civilization itself was threatened by a world war. 

As such, after the most careful deliberation, and not until the highest 
possible authority had been consulted on every phase of the momentous 
document, having been repeatedly unanimously approved by a number 
of associations with National and International scope, it was finally, as 
stated, approved at Independence Hall, August 27, 1918. 

Meetings were held simultaneously in many of the States, under the 
auspices of the Governors and great public meetings, which had been 
previously arranged, to which the message was sent by telegraph. 

Immediately after the reading of the Declaration of Fraternalism to 
the vast multitude, which not only completely filled Independence 
Square, but also many surrounding squares, and its unanimous adoption, 
the old Liberty Bell was tapped with a mallet by Mrs. E. T. Stotesbury, 
one stroke for each State, and a signal was flashed to the States as they 
were named. 

To a very large degree, therefore, it was a National expression on 
these vital matters, as indeed it was intended to be by those who brought 



Notes and Queries. 367 

about the meeting at Independence Hall and the preparation and adop- 
tion of the Declaration of Fraternalism, which on January 20, 1920, was 
officially inserted in the Congressional Record upon the unanimous vote 
of the United States Senate, on motion of Hon. Morris Sheppard. 

The matter of chief moment in the final analysis, it would seem, is 
what practical results have been attained, or are likely to be, in trans- 
muting what many perhaps thought were impossible or visionary dreams 
into realities or practical measures which place the necessary power at 
the command of those who seek to usher in the Age of Fraternalism in 
accordance with the teachings of the Golden Rule. 

"The defeat and destruction of Hohenzollernism" was accomplished 
within a few short weeks after its demand in this historical document. 

A League of Nations, successfully functioning for more than two years, 
with over fifty nations allied therein, is a fact, although this Nation is 
not as yet associated therewith in most vital respects. 

As a part of the League of Nations, there is, as the Declaration de- 
manded, "an International Council of Conciliation," which has achieved 
momentous results in the settling of disputes between various nations 
and communities of peoples. 

The Permanent Court of International Justice at The Hague, Hol- 
land, as Justice John Bassett Moore recently wrote me, is holding ses- 
sions and successfully functioning. To use his exact words, under date 
of June 26, 1922: "The first regular session of the Court is now in 
progress, and we are holding daily sittings in order to hear the represen- 
tatives of the Governments and international organizations interested 
in the questions before us." 

While "a declaration of world peace" has not as yet been signed in In- 
dependence Hall, the marvelously successful Disarmament Conference 
called by President Harding at Washington, the terms of which have 
been accepted by the Nations participating and are now being so faith- 
fully and honestly carried out, was surely directly in line with what 
those who prepared and adopted the Declaration of Fraternalism had 
in mind. 

Even in the hour of warfare, the Declaration stated: "In this hour, 
when so many of our brave sons and daughters are helping to perpetuate 
those blessings and bring them to the fraternalists of all the world, 
we pledge ourselves anew to the sacred and immortal principles of life, 
liberty and fraternalism which our noble and self-sacrificing forefathers 
promulgated in Independence Hall, recognizing that they embody the 
teachings of the founder of fraternalism as applied to home and country 
and all they hold dear and worth while; that they exemplify our attitude 
toward the peoples of all the earth who would enjoy these Heaven- 
inspired blessings." 

Just recently, our former bitter enemy, Germany, gave the greatest 
possible proof that she believes in the good faith and "square-dealing" 
qualities of the United States when she signed an agreement for the ap- 
pointment of a commission to settle the claims of the United States 
against Germany and requested the United States government to name 
an umpire for the commission. This, indeed, is an unusual procedure in 
international law and is indicative of Germany's good will and implicit 
faith that she will receive fair treatment. Associate Justice, Wm. R. 
Day, of the United States Supreme Court, was named by President 
Harding for the position of umpire. There will also be an American 
Commissioner. 

The spirit of the Declaration of Fraternalism was also carried out to 
an almost miraculous extent by Herbert Hoover, Chairman of the 
American Measures for Russian Relief Committee and his noble co- 
workers throughout afflicted lands in their great labors of beneficence 
during which more than $65,000,000 were expended for feeding and 
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caring for fully 10,000,000 of starving men, women and children. In 
Russia alone 788,878 tons of food were distributed for this purpose. 

All these results have been obtained through peaceful measures, in 
accordance with the spirit of the Declaration, if not actually brought 
about directly thereby. They have demonstrated the power of Right in 
world affairs as well as in those pertaining to the welfare of the people 
of the United States and maintenance of its time-tried institutions of 
government, vouchsafed to us by the vision and self-sacrifice of the noble 
ancestors who founded this Nation under God. 

(SUiertee. 

J. Fenimore Cooper's Novel "The Wept of Wibh-Ton-Wish" is 
dedicated to The Rev. J. R. C. of . . . . Pennsylvania. 

" . . . . You have every reason to exult in your descent, for, surely 
if any man may claim to be a citizen and a proprietor in the Union, 
it is one that like yourself, can point to a line of ancestors, whose 
origin is lost in the obscurity of time. You are truly an American." 

Who was the Rev. J. R. C.T 

L. A. 

Mrs. Maude Marston, of Ventnor, New Jersey, desires to correspond 
with a descendant of Sebastian or Caspar Fretz or Frats, who resided 
in the Northern Liberties of Philadelphia from 1750-1780. 



